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RELATIVE CARERS, NEW ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
226. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 

Community Development:   
I refer to the report “Protecting Children in Care: A Way Forward” and the new rigorous process for assessing 
relative carers.   
(1) Will the minister provide details of this process?  
(2) Will the minister detail how this process has changed from the previous assessment process?  
(3) Was the requirement to ask for referee checks and police checks for relative carers in place prior to the 

report being tabled?   
(4) If not, why not?  
Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) The new process for relative carer assessments will comprise a comprehensive screening process 
including police, departmental, referee and health checks.  It will also comprise an assessment against 
the following competencies: capacity to provide care for children where they are safe from harm; 
capacity to provide a standard of care to other people’s children that promotes their healthy emotional, 
physical, sexual, social, cultural and educational development; the ability to contribute to the 
department’s planning for children and young people by working with the child’s family, significant 
others and professional people; and preparedness to take responsibility for personal competencies and 
skills development.  The new process for relative carers will also include the views of the child about 
the carer.   

(2) The previous process for the assessment of relative carers focused primarily on supporting the child to 
be cared for within the extended family.  The above competencies were not previously applied.  The 
process will be comprehensive and will assess relative foster carers using the same competencies used 
for general foster carers.   

(3) Police checks and Department for Community Development record checks were a requirement prior to 
this report being tabled.  Referee checks were not required.  

(4) Referee reports are now required for relatives.  Previously relative carers were not considered to be 
foster carers and, as a result, screening processes were not as rigorous as they were for general foster 
carers.  

 


